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In response to the government's offer in March to negotiate with any rebel group which lays
down its arms, three factions of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC) asked Catholic bishop Leonardo Gomez to mediate in a new
round of talks. The government had already begun laying the groundwork for negotiations with the
Socialist Renovation (Renovacion Socialista) faction of the National Liberation Army (Ejercito de
Liberacion Nacional, ELN). On April 14, Andres Paris, spokesperson for the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla
Coordinator (Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB) of which FARC and the ELN are
members stressed the CGSB's will to "return to the negotiating table whenever the government
is prepared to seek a negotiated solution to the war." At the same time, however, Paris accused
the government of abandoning the previous round of negotiations in October of last year in order
to seek a military solution to the conflict. According to Paris, given the government's refusal to
negotiate, the rebels have promoted a series of departmental- level dialogues with independent
religious and community groups, despite the previous existence of a government ban on any such
contact between rebels and non-government officials. Paris said that even some departmental
governors participated in the discussions. (The government lifted the ban on such independent
dialogues on March 23. See NotiSur 04/13/93.) In related news, a "peace and reconciliation summit"
has been scheduled for May 7 in Bogota. On April 20, conference organizers said representatives
from the government and from each of the four previously demobilized rebel organizations will
meet to discuss a series of problems encountered by former rebels, plus possible solutions to the
continuing armed conflict. The four demobilized groups are: the 19 of April Movement or M-19,
the People's Liberation Army or EPL, the indigenous Quintin Lame organization, and the Worker's
Revolutionary Party or PRT. (Sources: Associated Press, 04/13/93; Notimex, 04/14/93; New York
Times, 04/18/93; Spanish news service EFE, 04/20/93)
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